Never pay retail again. HHS' Thompson says hospitals' discounts to uninsured are legal, as advocates celebrate and hospitals ponder pricing strategies.
Consumer advocates praised HHS' assertion that hospitals can legally give discounts to the uninsured, but hospitals expressed more cautious optimism. The declaration fell short of a legal safe harbor, which the AHA requested, and Dara Corrigan, left, HHS' acting principal deputy inspector general, says hospitals will have to be careful. Still, the decision may prompt more hospitals to change billing practices.